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Why You Want This Guide:

Three Choices That Define Your Investment: Frame, Theme, and
Finish

Most property owners approach buying a driveway gate the same way they
approach buying a fence: they pick a standard design from a brochure, get a
quote, and hope for the best.

But an estate gate is fundamentally different. It is the final, most visible security
feature and the absolute first impression of your property. When you invest in a
custom entrance, you aren't just buying steel with a coat of paint. You are
establishing the permanent architectural signature of your estate and setting
the tone for every guest you welcome to your property.

We wrote this guide because too many property owners get stuck with
off-the-shelf solutions or careless contractors, leaving them with sagging
frames, peeling finishes, and buyer's remorse. True custom craftsmanship
doesn't leave you managing a construction headache. It's a seamless, unhurried
experience that ends with a gate you are genuinely proud of every single time
you drive home.

Establishing Your Main Priority:

Before thinking about frames, design themes or finishes, ask yourself what you
want your entrance to achieve above all else. Are you prioritizing:

1. Maximum Security & Privacy: Creating an impenetrable, solid boundary
that deters unwanted visitors and increases your peace of mind.

2. Architectural Prestige: Elevating your property's overall status with
one-of-a-kind art and timeless geometry. Creating a guest experience.

3. Pet or Show Stock Containment: Ensuring your beloved pets or show
horses are kept safely within the confines of your property.

Identifying your primary motivation will help you narrow down your options
and make better informed decisions in order to get the gate that gives you the

best results.
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Next, you'll discover:

1. How to choose your gate frame, size, and which material works best for
you.

2. How to design without compromise. Integrating wildlife, oak trees, warm
cedar accents, or even your family pet's silhouette directly into the gate
itself.

3. Why the finish matters just as much as anything else, and how
multi-step, oven-baked finishes unlock thousands of color and texture
combinations.

About the Author:

This guide is written by Justin Rose, a custom gate builder with over 25 years of
combined experience designing, fabricating, finishing and installing fully
custom metal gates for elite property owners in dozens of different states.
Nothing here is theory and we hope it is a valuable resource for you.

Selecting Your Frame
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The Importance of the Frame’s Top Rail Profile:

Before design theme and color, your gate's frame sets the stage for what's to
come. The top rail profile is the single biggest driver of its overall character.

Each profile in the design palette below gives a different effect to the character
of the entire entrance.

An arched top rail concentrates focus towards the center; a bell arch moreso,
while a flat top rail diffuses focus much more evenly. A dipped arch shifts the
focus toward the outer ends and has a more welcoming feel.

CUSTOM DRIVEWAY GATE DESIGN PALETTE: FRAMES & TEMPLATES

Standard Arch Profiles

)

Flat Flat High Arch High Arch
Single Dual Single Dual

Low Arch Low Arch Dipped Arch Dipped Arch
Single Dual Single Dual

Specialty Arch Profiles

Tapered Dip Tapered Dip Rolling Dip Rolling Dip
Single Dual Single Dual

Rolling Arch Rolling Arch Bell Arch Bell Arch
Single Dual Single Dual

If your main concern is property security you would likely be drawn to a frame
that looks more imposing such as the bell arch or a high arch. Conversely, a
dipped profile aligns more with a prioritization of making guests feel welcome.

Selecting The Proper Gate Size To Match Your Lifestyle and
Aspirations:

Why Driveway Width is Only Half the Equation
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Most companies will simply ask, "How wide is your driveway?" and hand you a
standard premade 12-foot or 14-foot gate. But sizing a custom estate gate isn't
just about spanning a gap of asphalt. It is also about matching the physical
dimensions of the entrance to the daily function of your property.

To get the size right, we suggest looking directly at the primary goal you
selected for your entrance.

Custom engineering means designing dimensions that accommodate your
lifestyle. A custom gate builder will fabricate your gate to the exact number of
inches required to best meet your needs. The goal isn't just to fill a space; you
want the gate built to achieve the specific goals you feel are most important.

1. When Prioritizing Security and Privacy:

The Strategy: To create a truly impenetrable boundary, a vertical height
of 7' to 8' tall prevents scaling and prying eyes. Tight tolerances between
the gate frame and your masonry block both sightlines and physical
entry.

2. When Prioritizing Architectural Prestige:

The Strategy: A high-end estate is made even more impressive with grand
scale. Consider expanding the gate width to an 18-foot, 20-foot or even 24’
dual-swing layout. This provides the "canvas" needed for custom artwork
to shine, ensuring the arrival feels prestigious and unhurried rather than
cramped.

3. When Prioritizing Animal Containment:

The Strategy: For the goal of containing smaller family pets, the bottom
rail and ground clearance can be critical. Precise picket spacing (“puppy
pickets”) on the lower half ensures even small animals remain safely
within your grounds. Larger animals such as horses need a minimum of 5’

in vertical height anywhere along the top rail.
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Before finalizing your width, we suggest a visualization exercise: either mark
the proposed opening with a couple of cones or chairs, or ask friends or family
members to stand in place. Drive your widest vehicle - whether that is an SUV, a
dually truck, or a horse trailer - through the gap. This simple exercise instantly
reveals whether your proposed clearance allows for a relaxed, easy arrival.

Which Material Type Is Right for Your Property?

Once you've settled on a frame profile and size, the material type determines
how your frame performs over time. The two main types of material used in
gate fabrication are aluminum and steel.

Here's how steel and aluminum compare:

Material Best For Maintenance Lifespan
Steel Detail and strength, Requires a high quality 40+ years
plasma-cut designs; the powder-coat with zinc with proper
most design flexibility for rich primer base to finish and
wildlife scenes, trees, and prevent rust. Low occasional
custom silhouettes maintenance. touch-up
Aluminum Coastal or high-humidity Rust-proof but corrodes | 30+ years
climates; lighter-weight if not properly powder
gates make the automatic | coated; no maintenance,
gate opener’s job easier. less rigid, difficult to
fabricate.

Once you have established your core priority and size, the material you choose
dictates how your entrance will perform against the elements and daily use.
Here is how to match the material to your specific lifestyle:

Mild Steel: Gets the Edge For Durability & As a Canvas for Custom Art

If your priority is making a breathtaking first impression with custom
silhouettes, wildlife scenes, or intricate lettering, mild steel is a slightly better

choice.
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How it serves you: Steel offers uncompromising rigidity and allows for
the finest detail in plasma-cut designs. It is structurally dense, making it
ideal for maximizing security and creating a heavy, commanding
presence at your entrance.

What to look for: The traditional fear with steel is rust. To protect your
investment, ensure your gate is engineered with a multi-step, oven-baked
finish. You specifically want one utilizing a zinc-rich primer base rather
than standard wet paint. This guarantees the gate remains pristine for at
least two decades without demanding constant upkeep.

Aluminum: Rust-Free & Easier on Automation If you are planning an
exceptionally wide dual-swing entrance where reducing stress on the
automation motors is important, weight becomes the primary concern.

How it serves you: Aluminum is naturally immune to rust and is only
1/3rd the weight of steel. This dramatic reduction in weight takes much of
the daily stress off gate operators, ensuring your entrance opens
flawlessly every single time you press the button and extending the life of
your motors.

What to look for: Because aluminum is naturally less rigid, large spans
require advanced structural welding to prevent warping during
fabrication and sagging after installation.

Mixed Materials: Warmth and Contemporary Contrast For estates, lodges, or
modern ranches where an all-metal entrance might feel too industrial,
integrating organic textures provides the perfect architectural balance.

How it serves you: Pairing a metal frame with rich, natural cedar inlays
instantly softens the aesthetic. It creates a warm, welcoming, and highly
exclusive look that cannot be achieved with metal alone.

What to look for: Wood exposed to the elements requires protection
against UV fading and moisture. Utilizing charred, brushed cedar treated
with premium oil-based finishes ensures the wood maintains its rich
character and withstands the weather alongside the metal frame.

Choosing Your Own Design Theme

Design without compromise

This is where a fully customized gate surpasses just being a barrier and
becomes a functional piece of art.

With precision plasma-cutting, you aren't limited to a gate frame filled with just
a bunch of pickets. Your chosen design theme imagery can be integrated
directly into the gate itself.
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You can come up with any design theme you wish; in fact, we've helped
hundreds of clients create their very own unique gate designs over the years.

A Few Popular Design Theme Considerations:

Sprawling oak tree with deer family:

This popular design features a large, sprawling oak or tree-of-life silhouette spanning the
full width of the gate, its branches stretching outward with stamped oak leaves welded in
place. This style can be customized with or without wildlife. Deer, rabbits, fawns, and other
animals, even family pets, can be added among the tree's base and grasses to create a
layered, storybook-like scene. This design pairs naturally with high-end rural, farm, or
wooded properties.

Family pet silhouettes:
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Add a personal touch by working custom silhouettes of your family pets into the gate's
negative space. Dogs, cats, or other beloved animals are rendered in profile - resting,
standing, or in motion - and integrated among a tree, grasses, and vertical pickets for a
natural, layered look. Because each pet silhouette is custom-traced from a photo or
reference, this style creates a truly one-of-a-kind, lasting tribute at the entrance to your
home.

Scrollwork designs:
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Scrollwork gates feature intricate spirals and curling silhouettes that create a dense,
ornamental pattern across the entire panel. This style draws on traditional European
wrought iron craftsmanship, often paired with an arched top rail for added grandeur. The
scrollwork creates depth and visual texture while maintaining the openness needed for
security and airflow.

Farmyard scenes:

This design showcases horses but if you have cattle, bison, or any other animals significant to
your property we're able to render them in profile or full silhouette across the gate panel. Detail
work like mane lines, muscle definition, and brand markings can be etched into the silhouette
for added realism. An arched overhead sign bar is a popular addition, allowing the farm, ranch
or property name to be added directly into the framework above the animal scene, creating a
bold, custom entrance statement.
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Sketch Out Your Own Gate Idea:

The best gate themes tell visitors something true about the property and owner before
they ever reach the front door.

JDR Metal Art | (888) 998-GATE (4283) | JDRMetalArt.com

12



Getting the Scale & Placement Right

Where designs often go wrong

A design theme can be breathtaking or it can just look cluttered. The difference
almost always comes down to scale, placement, and restraint, not necessarily
just the quality of the artwork itself.

1. Anchor the scene, don't scatter it. A few well-placed silhouettes read as
intentional. Many small silhouettes scattered across the panel may seem
overly busy.

2. Respect the negative space. Negative space is what makes your design pop.
Resist the urge to fill every single open area.

3. Consider viewing distance. A scene viewed from a car approaching at 15-20
mph reads very differently than the same design viewed up close. Fine
detail can disappear at a distance; bold frames and silhouettes carry much
further.

4.Balance both panels. On a dual swing gate, decide whether the scene
should split evenly across both panels (reading as one image when closed)
or repeat/mirror on each side.

A good designer walks you through a full-scale (or true-to-proportion) mockup before the first
piece of metal is ever cut. Request a design overlay onto a photo of your entrance to preview the
actual gate design on-site before any fabrication begins.
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Choosing Your Powder Coat Finish

The decision that protects everything you just designed

The theme is the art, finish is what preserves and enhances it. It's also a
commonly overlooked step and yet the one most responsible for whether a
gate still looks sharp at year fifteen or is already rusting by month three.

Why Multi-Step, Oven-Baked Finishes Matter

A basic single-coat spray finish might look fine on day one, but it offers little
protection against corrosion or chipping. A proper multi-step powder-coat
process typically involves:

Media blasting or chemical cleaning to remove mill scale and contaminants
before any coating is applied

A zinc-rich or epoxy primer for corrosion resistance at the metal surface

A base powder coat electrostatically applied and cured in an oven at high
temperature, fusing the coating to the metal

A clear top coat in many specialty finishes, adding UV resistance and depth to
the color

This process is what opens the door to thousands of rich, durable colors and
textures — from deep matte blacks and bronzes to textured, hammered, or
metallic finishes that a simple painted surface simply can't replicate.

Ask any gate builder exactly how many steps their finish process includes, and whether it's cured
in an oven or air-dried. The answer tells you almost everything about how long the gate will hold
its color.
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Selecting Color and Texture

Matching finish to setting

Classic & Traditional
Satin or matte black
Bronze and aged copper tones
Textured or hammered finishes

Ranch & Rustic

Rust-inhibiting weathered-steel finishes
Textured earth tones

Two-tone frame and accent combinations

Coastal

Light, cool-toned metallics

High-build corrosion-resistant systems
Soft grays and driftwood tones

calibration.
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Atlas Copper Powder Coat with 100% Gloss Clear Top Coat

Tip: Always request a physical color swatch card, not just a digital rendering. Powder-coat colors,
especially metallics and textures, can shift noticeably depending on lighting and screen
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READY TO EXPLORE THE NEXT STEP?

Discuss Your Project with A Dedicated Expert

Start with an open, honest, one-on-one conversation.

Every property is different and the best gate always starts with a dialogue,
not a catalog. When you want to take your property to the next level, reach out
to JDR Metal Art and let’s see if we can help.

With demand exceeding supply, we book projects several months in
advance and are selective in the projects we take on. Either way, we think it will
be a valuable conversation for you.

JDR Metal Art
Phone: (888) 998-GATE (4283)
Email: info@jdrmetalart.com
Web: JDRMetalArt.com
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